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31.15  ALCOHOL BEVERAGES - UNDERAGE PERSONS / POSSESSION OF ALCOHOL 
The Door County Board of Supervisors does hereby ordain an amendment to Chapter 31 (which 
supersedes subsections 31.15, 31.16, & 31.17) Door County Code as follows: 

 
A. AUTHORITY / CONSTRUCTION: 

1. This ordinance is enacted under the authority granted by Sections 59.54, 66.0113, and 
125.10(2) Wisconsin Statutes. 

2. For the purposes of construction and enforcement of this ordinance, all references to the 
Wisconsin Statutes shall be as those statutes presently exist or as they may be hereafter 
revised. 

 
B. DEFINITIONS. 

1. “Legal Drinking Age” means 21 years of age. 
2. “Licensee” means a person possessing a license (authorization) to sell alcohol beverages 

issued by a municipality. 
3. “Permittee” means a person possessing a permit issued by the Wis. Dept. of Revenue under 

Chapter 125 Wisconsin Statutes,  
4. “Underage Person” means a person who has not attained the legal drinking age. 
5. Definitions set forth in Chapter 125 Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
C. PROHIBITIONS / EXCEPTIONS. 

1. Sections 125.10(2), 125.07(1), (4)(a), (b) & (bm), 125.085(3)(b), and 125.09(2) Wisconsin 
Statutes (as each presently exists or may be hereafter revised) are incorporated herein by 
reference as if fully set forth.  

2. Any act required to be performed or prohibited by Sections 125.07(1), (4)(a), (b) & (bm), 
125.085(3)(b), and 125.09(2) Wisconsin Statutes (as each presently exists or may be 
hereafter revised) is required or prohibited by this ordinance. 

3. Prohibitions include: 
a. No person may procure for, sell, dispense or give away any alcohol beverages to any 

underage person not accompanied by his or her parent, guardian or spouse who has 
attained the legal drinking age. 

b. No licensee or permittee may sell, vend, deal or traffic in alcohol beverages to or with 
any underage person not accompanied by his or her parent, guardian or spouse who 
has attained the legal drinking age. 

c. No adult may knowingly permit or fail to take action to prevent the illegal consumption 
of alcohol beverages by an underage person on premises owned by the adult or under 
the adult's control. This subdivision does not apply to alcohol beverages used 
exclusively as part of a religious service. 

d. No adult may intentionally encourage or contribute to a violation of sub. 3. e. or f. 
e. Any underage person who does any of the following is guilty of a violation: 

i. Procures or attempts to procure alcohol beverages from a licensee or permittee. 
ii. Unless accompanied by a parent, guardian or spouse who has attained the legal 

drinking age, possesses or consumes alcohol beverages on licensed premises. 
iii. Enters, knowingly attempts to enter or is on licensed premises in violation of 

Section 125.07(3)(a) Wisconsin Statutes. 
iv. Falsely represents his or her age for the purpose of receiving alcohol beverages 

from a licensee or permittee. 
f. Except as provided in sub. g. i. – vi., any underage person not accompanied by his or 

her parent, guardian or spouse who has attained the legal drinking age who knowingly 
possesses or consumes alcohol beverages is guilty of a violation. 

g. An underage person may possess alcohol beverages in the course of employment 
during his or her working hours if employed by any of the following: 
i. A brewer or brewpub. 
ii. A fermented malt beverages wholesaler. 
iii. A permittee other than a Class “B” or “Class B” permittee. 
iv. A facility for the production of alcohol fuel. 
v. A retail licensee or permittee under the conditions specified in s. 125.32(2) or 

125.68(2) Wis. Stats. or for delivery of unopened containers to the home or vehicle 
of a customer. 

vi. A campus, if the underage person is at least 18 years of age and is under the 
immediate supervision of a person who has attained the legal drinking age. 
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h. Any underage person who does any of the following is guilty of a violation: 
i. Intentionally carries an official identification card not legally issued to him or her, an 

official identification card obtained under false pretenses or an official identification 
card which has been altered or duplicated to convey false information.  

ii. Makes, alters or duplicates an official identification card purporting to show that he 
or she has attained the legal drinking age. 

iii. Presents false information to an issuing officer in applying for an official 
identification card. 

iv. Intentionally carries an official identification card or other documentation showing 
that the person has attained the legal drinking age, with knowledge that the official 
identification card or documentation is false. 

i. Except as provided by sub. j. no person may possess or consume alcohol beverages: 
i. On school premises; 
ii. In a motor vehicle, if a pupil attending the school is in the motor vehicle; or 
iii. While participating in a school-sponsored activity. 

j. Alcohol beverages may be possessed or consumed on school premises, in motor 
vehicles or by participants in school-sponsored activities if specifically permitted in 
writing by the school administrator consistent with applicable laws, ordinances and 
school board policies. 

 
D. PENALTIES. 

1. For each violation of sub. 3. a. – d. (one violation and one penalty may be imposed for each 
underage person who is provided an alcohol beverage) violators shall:  

k. Pay a forfeiture of not less than $100.00 nor more than $500.00. 
2. For each violation of sub. 3. e. – h.  underage violators:  

l. Shall pay a forfeiture of not less than $50.00 nor more than $500.00. 
m. Are also subject to suspension of operating privilege under Section 343.30(6) 

Wisconsin Statutes, participation in a supervised work program or other community 
service work, or any combination. 

3. For each violation of sub. 3. i. violators:  
n. Shall pay a forfeiture of not less than $50.00 nor more than $200.00. 
o. Underage violators are also subject to suspension of operating privilege under Section 

343.30(6) Wisconsin Statutes, participation in a supervised work program or other 
community service work, or any combination. 

4. All violators shall: 
p. Pay costs, fees and surcharges imposed under Chapter 814 Wisconsin Statutes. 
q. Make restitution under Section 800.093 Wisconsin Statutes 
r. Make any other payment authorized by law. 

E. ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES. 
1. Issuance of a citation by law enforcement officers of the county.  
2. The form of the citation shall be as prescribed in Sec. 66.0113(1)(b) Wis. Stats. 
3. The alleged violator’s options and procedures on default shall be as set forth in Sec. 

66.0113(3) Wis. Stats. 
4. The alleged violator may elect to make a deposit, in cash, money order, or certified check of 

the specified amount. Deposits shall include a forfeiture, and the assessments and/or fees 
prescribed by Sec. 66.0113(1)(c), Wis. Stats., in accordance with the schedule of cash 
deposits. Deposits shall be made, in cash, money order, or certified check, to the Clerk of 
Court. Receipts shall be given for deposits made. 

 
F. Non-Exclusivity: 

1. The adoption and authorization for use of a citation under this section shall not preclude the 
governing body from adopting any other ordinance or providing for the enforcement of any 
other law or ordinance relating to the same or any other matter. 

2. The issuance of a citation under this section shall not preclude the proceeding under any 
other ordinance or law relating to the same or any other matter. 

3. The proceeding under any other ordinance or law relating to the same or any other matter 
shall not preclude the issuance of a citation under this section. 

This ordinance supersedes any prior ordinance or resolution pertaining to the same subject matter. 
 

(Ord. #25-86; 3/25/86)  (Ord. #2014-01; 1/28/14) 


